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The world is a global marketplace and now
one group of artists is hoping to grab a slice
of the action with a ground-breaking trip to
India.

Project Artists:
Steve Hague
Alex Kerrison
Christopher Paris
Ingrid Pears
Richard Thornton

Curator & Media:
Jeanne Booth
Rob Pittam

ne sky project
The designers, craft workers and artisans are packing up their paintings, ceramics and
glassware into a container and heading east on a trip that's part trade delegation and part
artistic exchange. On the way they are hoping to open up minds as well as new markets,
exposing themselves to new artistic influences and savouring the inspiration that will come
from this unique cultural clash.
Imagine a painter who spends his days sitting alone in rain-soaked fields painting empty
Lincolnshire skies suddenly deposited in the chaos of Delhi.
Or a glass blower bringing back skills that died out in India centuries ago.
The group plan to exhibit their work in Delhi, the cultural capital of India. There they will
hold an exhibition aimed at the city's artistic community and at the growing number of
wealthy art-buyers in India. The artists will be taking time to experience India, travelling to
cities and out to a remote retreat in the foothills of the Himalayas. They also plan to help
local charities, donating a percentage of any sales to projects in India.
“This trip is all about the globalisation of the creative industries” Ingrid Pears, one of the
organisers said.
"We're all artists but we are all business people too. We want to go to India to see if there's a
market for the kind of things that we make here in the UK.
"But as artists we are also open to the profound influences it will have on our work in the
future, and to the opportunities to create exciting, innovative work from mixing skills,
mediums and cultures through a creative journey – literally and metaphorically.”
It is a journey that is already exciting press interest, particularly as the travellers are
accompanied by Rob Pittam, maker of BBC news and business programmes for over 20 years.
He’s anticipating ‘the trip will throw up hundreds of good stories and filming opportunities
to attract media interest’ and he’s got the contacts to place them.
Now’s your chance to become involved. Add your name to this unique venture by becoming
one of our sponsors and reap the benefits. How much would it cost to run a campaign
convincing your customers you are global and creative? How much would the contacts of a
time-served BBC broadcaster cost? One Sky Project offers sponsors:
•
•
•
•

Association with unfettered international creativity
Exhibitions in India and UK
Enhanced profile via websites, multiple blogs & social network media
UK & international television & radio exposure

For more information contact:
Ingrid Pears, M: +44(0)7803048747, E: info@ingridpears.com , www.ingridpears.com
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Ingrid Pears – Glassmaker
Ingrid Pears is a designer and maker of bespoke studio glassware, creating each piece individually using
the finest crystal glass. Last year she was commissioned to make the Bollywood Awards, the latest in a
long series of prestigious achievements. Following graduation in 1998 from Middlesex University, London
she won a Scholarship from the Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers of London enabling her to study
postgraduate Glass Techniques and Technology at the International Glass Centre. She went on to win The
Frederick Stuart Memorial Award 1999 for the ‘best blown piece of glass’ and in 2001 she won the
Craftsman Magazine Award at the British Craft Trade Fair. Since then Ingrid has achieved shortlistings for
UK Trade & Investment International Business Awards 2008 & 2009 for her contribution to inward
investment into India and 'The Nottinghamshire Creative Business Awards 2009' for 'Project India.' Ingrid’s
pieces can be found in many private and public collections across the globe.

Her work is mainly influenced by travel, from a Pilgrim resting place high in the Himalayas, the rainforests
of South America to the ice peaks in the Rocky Mountains, Canada. She says,
‘I travel to inspire my work and feed my soul and India has been paramount in this developmental journey
over the past six years. I’ve been influenced by working in Mumbai, Delhi and the Himalayas, creating
bespoke crystal glass that tells a story of compassion towards people, culture and life, and have been
lucky enough to work with the likes of his holiness the Dalai Lama to Prince Andrew, as well as Pilgrims
along the way.’
For her, this journey continues a life-long journey in search of new ideas and new connections and a
desire to contribute to global creativity. She says, ‘Glass is an extremely versatile and tactile material in
its molten state. It challenges you to achieve the impossible, as does travelling to remote areas of the
world. This journey offers a whole wealth of opportunities to share time and space with new people and
businesses and through that extreme experience, achieve success in life and business. The Brave may not
live forever – but the cautious do not live at all!’
Copyright © Ingrid Pears 2010

Ingrid Pears – Glass Artist
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Alexander Kerrison - Silversmith
Alex is a talented young designer at the beginning of his career. Currently studying Three Dimensional
Design BA (Hons) at The University of Wolverhampton and working with a wide range of different materials
including metal, wood, plastic, resin and glass. For over five years he has trained and worked part-time
with award-winning Ingrid Pears in her glass studio at Thoresby Hall. Here he has demonstrated the
natural curiosity, tenacity, versatility and willingness to learn that indicates an exciting future. He has
chosen to specialise in silversmithing and his work is already attracting the interest of collectors.

Alex says ‘during the making of every raised piece I have started to enjoy the process more and more, and
as I've been working on one piece, I have been thinking about what exciting shape to raise next. It can be
hard work, and often challenging, but I think solving the many practical and visual problems involved in
any project adds to the overall enjoyment. Each creative journey through the making process to the
completion of the final piece is always very rewarding.’
All Alex’s work has been inspired by experiences from travelling, adventurous pursuits and tough physical
and mental challenges. The One Sky expedition to India will give him critical formative experience at this
point in his career, but also provide his fellow travellers with a fresh youthful perspective, shaped by
globalisation in the digital age. As he sees it ‘this adventure will be a big influence on my personal
development from a student into a designer/ silversmith. As a young student of design, I feel it is crucial
for me to develop my skills in the social and business areas of the art and craft industry. This opportunity
will be the first chapter of my career as a silversmith and a designer.’
Copyright © Alex Kerrison 2010

Alex Kerrison at work
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Christopher Paris – Painter
Christopher makes paintings of the countryside around where he lives, which is very flat, so he spends a
lot of time painting sky, and recording as accurately as possible the colours that he sees. He trained as an
art teacher teaching both college students and private clients, including the daughter of a famous
Japanese pop musician. He has had 11 exhibitions including Cambridge, Bristol, Newark and in his home
county, Nottinghamshire. He chooses natural spaces to paint because as he says,
‘This is our actual physical environment, if you take away all the man-made things. This is like taking your
clothes off. Nobody mistakes their clothes for their body, but we seem to be in danger of mistaking
buildings and cities for our real environment. The real environment is alive, like our skin. The man-made
environment is not alive; it is merely our clothes.’

Chris can trace the influences of India and Indian philosophy in his work and his life from early in his
career. In the 90’s he trained with the Sivananda Swamis as a yoga teacher and went to India for three
months to train with Sri K Pattabhi Jois. He meditates as preparation for his painting saying it enables him
to work efficiently and naturally, and focuses his motivation.
The journey of a painter of realistic English landscapes into the heat and colour of India, cannot fail to
intrigue. Chris would like to exhibit and find out whether there is a market for his paintings working with
the DTI and the British consulate in India. He would also like to visit Rishikesh, get into the mountains and
make new work to be shown in a London gallery. As he says,
‘I feel that the collision of what I am doing now, and the influence of India, will be interesting. It will
either change my direction radically, as an artist, or deepen my resolve in my path. It may change my
approach just for a short time as a response to India, or it may change me and my approach deeply, and
for a long time. I am looking forward to journeying with other creative people, seeing if we make work
together, or how they might affect my creative process, as what I do currently is very isolated.’
Copyright © Christopher Paris 2010
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Richard Thornton – Sculptor
Richard is a member of the Royal British Society of Sculptors and has designed, manufactured and
installed over thirty large-scale architectural and landmark sculptures for clients including Asda,
University of Bradford, Cardiff Bay Arts Trust, Suffolk County Council and BioCity Nottingham.
He constructs his sculptures in stainless steel and glass, materials of surface and edge that come alive
with light and reflection. Referencing the patterns and symmetry of natural science, these abstract forms
create a balance between organic elegance and engineered integrity. They mirror the world around them
attaining the grace of that most difficult synthesis, that of conjoining form and shape with the qualities of
rhythm and ‘lightness.’ In this synthesis the work draws upon the natural elements and order in the world
to create forms that become ‘of this world’ in the way they interact with their setting.

For Richard, thinking about how his work will interact with a very different world presents an exciting,
unpredictable challenge and he will be drawing upon over twenty years of managing public arts projects
and mentoring sculpture students, to initiate some mystery excursions along the way.
Copyright © Richard Thornton 2010
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Steve Hague – Ceramic Sculptor
Steve Hague is a potter, teacher, inspired builder, sculptor, entertainer, carpenter, and seasoned
traveller having spent some years wandering the roads and byways of England in his Vardo (gypsy caravan)
with Patch, his pony.
As Sculptor-in-Residence and visiting lecturer (2000-2003) in the Unit of Therapeutic Arts, University of
Derby, Steve developed and exhibited a collection of ceramic figures, rapidly modelled and simply glazed,
giving a feeling of intuitive spontaneity and life. He also began creating a new series of larger and more
abstract sculptures inspired by the innate beauty of time and tide. He says ‘I feel I discover in the clay
that which already exists. I’m privileged to uncover and present pieces for others to enjoy, free of words
and interpretation’. Earlier in his studio in Thoresby Hall, deep in the Dukeries of Nottinghamshire , he
developed an enduring and rustic domestic-ware – sometimes useful, sometimes just plain erotic!

Now settled in Nottinghamshire on the banks of the River Maun, he combines work in the studio with
restoring and developing an old Nottinghamshire barn into a wonderfully imaginative neo-gothic adventure
of twisted and crafted wood. But he’s ready to journey again and says,
‘Clay is earth and what we build our homes on. I’m hoping to connect with others that combine domestic
products with other properties – be that erotic, useful, beautiful, or something I cannot yet imagine. I’d
like to make the practical stuff work with the One Sky group, build the shelters and build in something
surprising. ‘
Copyright © Steve Hague 2010
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Jeanne Booth – Curator and Archivist
Jeanne Booth has worked independently across education, business and creative arenas in the UK and
internationally for over 20 years. Her clients include The British Council, Regional Development Agencies,
Graduate Careers Advisory Services, Creative Greenhouse, the UK Higher Education Academy, universities
and graduate employers. She is also an innovative gallerist managing over 60 exhibitions in her
independent gallery and creative meeting venue within one of the UK’s largest Waterstone’s bookstores
2005-9.
Currently she is leading development of the Good Living Network connecting people and organisations who
want to make a good living and make a difference in the world. Shortly to open its first building in
Nottingham, this partnership of private and community enterprise will provide inspiring creative working,
learning and retail space, business support services, careers guidance and life planning.
Her job on this trip is to help the others reflect upon what they are learning and help them, and those
they come into contact with, to identify and pursue creative and business opportunities.
As she says, ‘truly exciting creativity and innovation arises from the collision of different worlds. Who
can predict what will happen on this trip?’ But she will be there as archivist to record what happens and
to manage the One Sky exhibitions in Delhi and the UK.

Jeanne Booth – Curator & Archivist

ne sky project

E: robpittam@googlemail.com

Rob Pittam – Media
Rob Pittam has just left the BBC after more than ten years working as a business correspondent on
national television. He appeared regularly on The Six O'Clock and One O'Clock News, as well as the BBC's
News Channel, Breakfast News, Radio 5 Live and Radio 4. Probably best known as ‘roving reporter’ on BBC
2’s multi-award winning business programme, Working Lunch, he reported from all over the UK as well as
Europe, America, China, Japan and Egypt. He has also worked in newspapers at national and local level
and now runs Robin Hood Media, a public relations, media training and independent film making company
based in Nottingham.
Rob is joining the trip to generate publicity for the travellers and their supporters. As he says,
‘I've had my turn in the limelight, now I'm using my skills and contacts to get the attention focused on my
clients. I'm expecting the cultural clashes the trip will throw up to present me with hundreds of stories
and filming opportunities that can attract media interest.
On a personal note, I've never been to India and I'm really looking forward to absorbing all the new sights,
sounds and ideas that the country has to offer and open up some new contacts in an increasingly
important part of the world. I have a degree in politics and I'm fascinated by history, I regard India as one
of the great hopes for the world, a huge democracy, and English speaking too! I'd love to get a close up
look at a giant nation emerging as a world player.’

Rob Pittam – media consultant

